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Global 
Total cases – 10,538,577 
Total deaths – 512,689 
  
United States 
Total cases – 2,658,324 
Total deaths – 127,681 
Total # tests – 32,206,245 
  
Administration 

• President Trump told Fox Business that he supports further direct aid for individuals in 

the next virus relief package. 

o He backs giving more money to people than the Democrats want, Trump also says 

in excerpt of interview 

• The White House’s Coronavirus Task Force stepped up pleas for Americans to wear 

masks as cases surge in some states, though Vice President Mike Pence said there are no 

plans to override governors who haven’t required them. “Please, please, please wear a 

face covering when you go out in public,” U.S. Surgeon General Jerome Adams, a 

member of the group, said at a briefing, 

• Covid-19 vaccine tests should include racial and ethnic minorities, people with 

underlying medical conditions, and pregnant women, the Food and Drug 

Administration said, echoing calls by patient advocates to widen the pool of 

participants. The FDA released guidance yesterday that laid out the criteria for 

companies such as Moderna, Sanofi, and Johnson & Johnson to put their coronavirus 

vaccines on the market 

• President Donald Trump’s pick for deputy director of the Office of Management 

and Budget in a hearing yesterday stuck to a conservative approach to spending, 

coronavirus recovery, and the budget process, while largely avoiding controversies.  

o Legal liability for businesses reopening during the coronavirus pandemic “is a 

massive risk that needs to be addressed” in the next virus bill to give employers 

more confidence, Derek Kan told lawmakers on the Senate Homeland Security 

and Governmental Affairs Committee. He also questioned why Congress 

would appropriate significantly more money to fight the virus before all the funds 

in the CARES Act, enacted in March, have been spent.  
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o He also said the Department of Treasury should be able to use Social Security 

death records to avoid sending stimulus checks to dead people. And he lamented 

the president doesn’t have a line-item veto, saying he’d support an expedited 

process for rescissions. 

• Contact tracing may be an important tool in the fight against Covid-19, but it’s also 

becoming a way for scam artists to part victims from their money and personal 

information, the Department of Justice said yesterday. Fraudsters, posing as contact 

tracers, have started sending out texts and emails asking for bank account information, 

Social Security numbers, and money, the department said 

• The IRS still hasn’t found everyone who is due a $1,200 stimulus check from the 

government, and locating everyone eligible for the payments will be key for any 

additional pandemic relief Congress may pass later this year. 

o Rettig said the agency was working with states and community groups to find 

individuals who are owed payments but aren’t connected to the tax system or a 

federal benefit program such as Social Security. 

o The U.S. Government Accountability Office reported the IRS sent nearly $1.4 

billion of payments to about 1.1 million deceased individuals in an effort to get 

the economic stimulus out as quickly as possible. 

• Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin said he sees bipartisan interest in repurposing 

leftover money from the Paycheck Protection Program and funneling it to restaurants, 

hotels, and other hard-hit companies.  

o Mnuchin, testifying alongside Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome Powell at a 

House Financial Services hearing, reiterated his interest in an industry-focused 

relief package, which lawmakers are expected to start working on after the July 4 

recess. 

o Powell told lawmakers the central bank would in the near future launch a new 

emergency lending facility for nonprofits similar to what it did for businesses. He 

also suggested that the Fed may lower the current $250,000 minimum loan 

threshold for the current Main Street Lending Program. 

o Mnuchin also said the garnishment protection for individuals with negative 

account balances or other debts could only happen through new legislation. His 

comment came after Rep. Lacy Clay (D-Mo.) pressed him on whether Treasury 

could issue guidance to prohibit the garnishment of the economic relief payments 

provided by banks and other financial institutions through the CARES Act.  

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QCR0S5T0AFBB
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB9572
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o “We’ve asked our legal department and unfortunately we can’t” issue guidance, 

Mnuchin said. “That’s one of the things that we would want to fix in the next 

CARES Act; so we agree with you from a policy standpoint.” 

• The Food and Drug Administration issued guidance on how it would assess vaccine 

candidates, saying it would only allow ones that are at least 50% more effective than a 

placebo. 

o “The American people should know that we have not lost sight of our 

responsibility to maintain our regulatory independence and ensure that our 

decisions related to all medical products, including those related to Covid-19 

vaccines, are based on sound science and the available data,” FDA Commissioner 

Stephen Hahn told the Senate health committee on Tuesday. 

• Dr. Anthony Fauci said he’s “quite concerned” about the increase of Covid-19 cases in 

states including Florida, Texas, Arizona and California. 

o Some states reopened too early and skipped checkpoints that were part of Centers 

for Disease Control and Prevention guidelines, Fauci said at a U.S. Senate Health 

panel hearing Tuesday. 

o Fauci said he’s seeing two extremes - - either lockdowns or people in bars not 

wearing masks. 

• U.S. Surgeon General Jerome Adams urges Americans to wear masks and says they’re 

“an instrument for freedom.” 

o “If you want the return of college football this year, wear a face covering. If you 

want a chance at prom next spring, wear a face covering” 

o His comments echo those made by Vice President Mike Pence, HHS Sec. Alex 

Azar in the strongest White House push on masks since the beginning of 

coronavirus pandemic 

• Stephen Hahn, the head of FDA, says at coronavirus task force briefing that there are 

more than 144 active trials of therapeutic agents for Covid-19. 

o Hahn says he expects readouts of those trials in late summer or early fall 

o He also says four vaccines have been approved to go into clinical trials, another 

six are in the pipeline 

o Says FDA won’t cut corners to approve vaccine 

• Dr. Fauci, the nation’s top infectious-disease specialist, told lawmakers today the U.S. 

could hit tens of thousands more Covid-19 cases each day than what the country is seeing 

currently. 

o The numbers speak for themselves. I’m very concerned,” Fauci, director of the 

National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, testified before the Senate 

https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5248866
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Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee today. “Clearly we are not in 

total control right now.”  

o Fauci said he wouldn’t be surprised to see new cases rise by 100,000 per day if 

recent surges don’t turn around, up from the current level of about 40,000 per day. 

As for the number of deaths, “it is going to be very disturbing, I guarantee you 

that,” he said. “We’re going in the wrong direction.” 

o Fauci and other committee witnesses cited indoor gatherings as a major cause of 

recent virus spikes, singling out bars in particular.  

• Robert Redfield, director of the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 

noted that in addition to the rise in new Covid-19 cases, hospitalizations are up in 12 

states.  

o Redfield and Fauci appeared before senators for a hearing on reopening U.S. 

businesses and returning students to school. Fauci said schools may need to 

consider online classes or staggered schedules to safely bring students back. The 

CDC will issue guidance for schools later today. 

• President Trump’s campaign canceled plans to hold a rally in Alabama next weekend 

amid concerns about rising coronavirus infections, CNN reports, citing an unidentified 

person close to the campaign. 

• A virus similar to swine flu identified by Chinese authorities recently is “not, so-called, 

an immediate threat where you’re seeing infections, but something we need to keep our 

eye on,” NIH’s Anthony Fauci says at Senate Health, Education, Labor & Pensions 

Cmte. 

o Right now it’s “still in the stage of examination” and has “not yet shown to infect 

humans,” Fauci says 

• American Airlines’s plan to resume selling flights to full capacity isn’t the right decision 

and caused “substantial disappointment” among public health officials, CDC Director 

Robert Redfield says. 

o Still, airline plans aren’t under “crticial review” by the CDC, Redfield says in 

response to a question from Bernie Sanders at a Senate Health panel hearing 

• Dr. Fauci says he’s “aspirationally hopeful” a vaccine for Covid-19 will be ready by 

early 2021. 

o Still, there’s no guarantee a safe vaccine will be developed, Fauci says in opening 

remarks at a Senate Health committee hearing  

https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/30/politics/trump-rally-alabama-jeff-sessions/index.html
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5247094
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• Federal Reserve Chair Jerome Powell stressed to lawmakers the importance of keeping 

Covid-19 contained as the U.S. economy bounces back from its deepest contraction in 

decades. 

o ”We have entered an important new phase and have done so sooner than 

expected,” Powell said in remarks prepared for testimony before the House 

Financial Services Committee with Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin. 

o “While this bounceback in economic activity is welcome, it also presents new 

challenges—notably, the need to keep the virus in check.” 

o The Fed and Treasury have worked together to launch nine emergency lending 

programs aimed at providing backstop credit to everything from municipalities to 

medium-sized businesses. Those actions helped lower borrowing costs and keep 

the financial system liquid in a time of stress. 

o Mnuchin said the administration will begin to have conversations about another 

round of supplemental relief legislation. “We look forward to working with 

Congress on a bipartisan basis in July on any further legislation that may be 

necessary,” Mnuchin said in his prepared testimony.  

• “We are hoping to have hundreds of millions of doses of a safe, effective vaccine, or 

multiple of them, by early next year, with tens of millions of doses by the fall of this 

year,” HHS Sec. Alex Azar says in Fox Business interview. 

o Separately, Azar says it is “very unlikely” patients will have to bear cost of 

Gilead’s Remdesivir drug for Covid-19 

• The Internal Revenue Service won’t further delay the tax filing and payment deadline 

past July 15, despite requests to do so, the agency said Monday. 

o The IRS had previously extended the April 15 tax for three months to give 

taxpayers more time amid the coronavirus pandemic. 

o The IRS said taxpayers could request automatic extensions to file their paperwork 

by Oct. 15, a continuance available every year. But taxpayers who owe money to 

the government must pay by July 15 or face interest and penalties. 

o “The IRS understands that those affected by the coronavirus may not be able to 

pay their balances in full by July 15, but we have many payment options to help 

taxpayers,” IRS Commissioner Chuck Rettig said in a statement. “These easy-to-

use payment options are available on IRS.gov, and most can be done 

automatically without reaching out to an IRS representative.” 

• President Trump said Wednesday he still supports a phase four stimulus plan, but added 

that he believes “it has to be done properly.” 

https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/testimony/powell20200630a.htm
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QCPMFOMB2SJK
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o “I do, I support it,” Trump told Fox Business in an interview Wednesday. “I 

support actually larger numbers than the Democrats, but it’s got to be done 

properly.” 

o Asked if he wanted direct payments to be larger, the President said he wants to 

see more money going to Americans. 

o “I want the money getting to people to be larger so they can spend it, I want the 

money to get there quickly and in a non-complicated fashion and they wanted to 

make it too complicated, also it was an incentive not to go to work. You’d make 

more money if you don’t go to work, that’s not what the country is all about and 

people didn’t want that,” Trump said. 

o On unemployment benefits, Trump didn’t answer directly when asked if he 

agreed with extending the $600 enhanced benefit that’s set to expire. 

o “We’re getting together, we’re going to meet tonight,” he said. “And we’re going 

to make a determination but it’s going to be a good number, a substantial number. 

People are going to be happy.” 

• President Trump said that he would have “no problem” wearing a face mask in public, 

claiming he is “all for masks” in an interview on Fox Business Wednesday. 

o Trump said that he didn’t believe making masks mandatory across the country 

was necessary, but claimed that he is “all for masks” and that he “thinks masks 

are good.” The Trump administration has consistently said mask mandates are up 

to state and local leaders. 

o Asked by Fox Business’ Blake Berman on whether he would wear a mask, Trump 

said: “Oh I would. I have. I mean people have seen me wearing one. If I’m in a 

group of people where we’re not 10 feet away — but usually I’m not in that 

position and everyone’s tested.” 

• The federal government is encouraging a surge of testing in some states hit hard by 

coronavirus to try to see how much silent spread there is among young people, a top 

pandemic official said Wednesday. 

o “A blitz of testing over a few days could help to identify a lot of the under-35 year 

olds that are asymptomatics that may be spreading the virus,” Admiral Brett 

Giroir, assistant secretary for health at the US Department of Health and 

Human Services (HHS), said during a briefing.  

o Giroir said HHS is in discussion with state health officials in Texas, Florida, and 

Louisiana regarding surge testing in their areas – and they hope to expand to other 

states soon.   

https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/27/politics/pence-mask-wearing/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/27/politics/pence-mask-wearing/index.html
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o “It's very clear that the positives are being driven by the under-35 year olds, and 

we presume that most of them are asymptomatic or only very mildly 

symptomatic,” he said.   

o This can make controlling the pandemic even more difficult, Giroir said. “When 

you have a lot of younger people who are asymptomatic — particularly in an 

outbreak situation — it is much harder, not impossible, but much harder to 

contact trace,” he said. 

o “In the situations we are now seeing, particularly in the South,” Giroir said, “the 

strategy would be to surge test so that you would do the number of tests that you 

would do in a month in just a few days, to try to make sure we identify these 

asymptomatics and get a better handle on them.”  

• Personal behavior is the key to controlling the coronavirus outbreak, a top US federal 

coronavirus official said Wednesday. 

o “Testing is critical, but we cannot test our way out of the current outbreaks,” Dr. 

Admiral Brett Giroir, assistant secretary for health at the US Department of 

Health and Human Services, said during a telephone briefing on Wednesday. 

o “We must be disciplined about our own personal behavior, especially around the 

July 4th holiday, and especially among the young adults,” he said. 

o Giroir said people 35 and under are “driving the current outbreak in many states, 

likely with a asymptomatic transmission.” 

o He said people must wear masks, wash their hands and avoid crowds. 

• In a briefing with reporters today, TSA Administrator David Pekoske said the agency is 

taking a number of steps to protect travelers and employees and maintain social 

distancing, including opening more screening lanes at airports.  

o He said the agency is opening the lanes to limit exposure, with the hope of 

keeping wait times to nine minutes or less.  

o TSA is also asking passengers to self-scan their boarding pass on new machines it 

is using at some locations. 

o Officers now use face shields when they are doing passenger pat-downs, Pekoske 

said. He also said they are cleaning bins more often and changing gloves more 

often.  

o “We will continue to evaluate more safety measures,” Pekoske said.  

• Universal testing of all students and staff in K-12 schools is not being recommended by 

the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 

o But the CDC said schools should test everyone who has had close contact with 

someone positively tested for Covid-19, as well as those showing symptoms. 
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Capitol Hill 

• The U.S. House, by unanimous consent, passed legislation that would extend the 

deadline for companies to apply for Paycheck Protection Program loans through August 

8. 

o The application period expired at 11:59 p.m. on June 30 with about $130 billion 

in PPP funds left over 

• The Senate last night passed an extension (S. 4116) of the popular Paycheck Protection 

Program for small businesses, which closed down last night with $130 billion in funding 

left over. 

o The extension to Aug. 8 was offered by Sen. Ben Cardin (D-Md.) and was 

passed by unanimous consent. The House has yet to take up the bill.  

o PPP loan money used for payroll in accordance with guidelines do not have to be 

repaid. 

o Senator Rick Scott, a Florida Republican attempted to amend the extension to 

limit future loans to the most needy businesses, but dropped that attempt in the 

face of objections from Cardin, who said the PPP could be modified in the next 

round of stimulus. 

o Senator Susan Collins, a Maine Republican, said that the PPP was likely to be 

modified next month so that businesses must show revenue losses in order to 

qualify for future loans. 

• The Senate is about to leave on a two-week recess on Thursday amid a worsening 

economic outlook because of a resurgence of the coronavirus. Senate Majority Leader 

Mitch McConnell said earlier Tuesday that the Senate would take up and debate another 

virus relief package in late July. 

• Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.) and Sen. Ron Wyden (D-Ore.) 

Wednesday rolled out legislation that would extend the “supercharged” federal subsidy to 

unemployment insurance. 

o The proposal would extend until March 2021 the current $600 a week 

unemployment boost, though it includes an “automatic stabilizer” to phase down 

the benefit in states where the three-month average jobless rate declines below 

certain thresholds. The subsidy, established in the CARES Act (Public Law 116-

136), is set to expire July 31. Talks on whether, or how, to extend it will be a 

major talking point of the next round of economic aid.  

o The $600 per week additional unemployment would begin to phase down by $100 

if a state reaches an average 11% unemployment rate over three months, and 

https://www.bgov.com/us_legislation/6844414219825971214
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB325
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5247618
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB1761
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB1752
https://aboutbtax.com/PPH
https://aboutbtax.com/PPH
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continue to decrease by $100 per percentage point in decrease of unemployment 

until that rate drops below 6%.  

o Under the terms of the Schumer-Wyden bill, normal unemployment benefits 

would be extended until late March 2021, a year after the CARES Act became 

law, when it would then fully sunset only if a state’s unemployment rate drops 

below 5.5%. Like the $600 “plus up,” the unemployment extension would begin 

to phase down as unemployment levels decrease, with 8.5% the minimum 

threshold.  

o The bill would also provide an extension of eligibility for unemployment benefits 

for contractors, part-time workers, and the self-employed until late March, 

regardless of state unemployment rate, and extends reimbursement of 

unemployment benefits for state and local governmental workers, as well as 

nonprofit employees covered by the CARES Act. That would also expire at the 

later of the March 27, 2021 or a state’s unemployment rate dipping below 5.5%.  

• Senate appropriators will be at work over the July 4 recess developing funding plans 

for aggressive testing and vaccine development to combat the coronavirus threat, Sen. 

Roy Blunt (R-Mo.) told reporters yesterday. 

o “The most important thing we do to resume normalcy is to get people back to 

school. And you’re not going to do that in a residential setting without millions of 

tests that people can take dozens of times,” Blunt, chairman of the Senate 

Appropriations Labor-HHS-Education Subcommittee, said after Republicans’ 

weekly policy meeting where plans for the next recovery package were discussed. 

o Blunt said he’s looking forward to a subcommittee hearing tomorrow where he 

plans to discuss with National Institutes of Health Director Francis Collins and 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Director Robert Redfield how to 

accelerate testing, vaccine development, and plans for vaccine distribution. 

o “After developing the vaccine, the next thing that may be equally important is a 

plan to get that vaccine out quickly and fairly,” Blunt said. 

• Administration officials should comply with Government Accountability Office 

requests for information about its approach to funding for the World Health 

Organization, House Appropriations Chairwoman Nita Lowey (D-N.Y.), Budget 

Chairman John Yarmuth (D-Ky.), and Oversight Chairwoman Carolyn Maloney (D-

N.Y.) said in letters to OMB, the Department of Health and Human Services, the 

Environmental Protection Agency, the U.S. Agency for International Development, and 

the State Department.  

https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB362
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB423
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB26943
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB419
https://oversight.house.gov/news/press-releases/chairs-yarmuth-lowey-and-maloney-press-omb-and-agencies-to-comply-with-gao
https://budget.house.gov/sites/democrats.budget.house.gov/files/documents/WHO%20Letter%20to%20OMB_final2_.pdf
https://budget.house.gov/sites/democrats.budget.house.gov/files/documents/WHO%20letter%20to%20HHS_final.pdf
https://budget.house.gov/sites/democrats.budget.house.gov/files/documents/WHO%20letter%20to%20EPA_final.pdf
https://budget.house.gov/sites/democrats.budget.house.gov/files/documents/WHO%20letter%20to%20USAID_final.pdf
https://budget.house.gov/sites/democrats.budget.house.gov/files/documents/WHO%20letter%20to%20State_final.pdf
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• Last night the Senate by unanimous consent passed S. 4104, which requires federal 

agencies to use the Social Security Administration’s death database as a cross-reference 

to prevent federal payments to dead people. The bill, introduced by Sens. Tom Carper 

(D-Del.) and John Kennedy (R-La.) was partly in reaction to a Government 

Accountability Office report that suggested $1.4 billion in economic relief payments went 

to dead people 

• Senate Democrats yesterday released a bill that includes $345 billion in aid to schools 

and colleges and $50 billion for childcare. Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer 

(D-N.Y.) and Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee top 

Democrat Patty Murray (Wash.) put forward the proposal ahead of talks with 

Republicans over another Senate coronavirus aid package. 

o The measure would also block Education Secretary Betsy DeVos from dictating 

eligibility for student financial aid and would reverse a Department of Education 

plan to boost the share of emergency funds going to private schools, Andrew 

Kreighbaum reports. 

• The House Energy and Commerce Committee’s Health Subcommittee reviewed 22 

mental health bills yesterday and Democratic leaders signaled the legislation might come 

to the floor this year, possibly as part of the next coronavirus-relief measure. Chairman 

Frank Pallone (D-N.J.) said he expects the bills will get votes. 

• The federal government must protect the supply of the seasonal influenza vaccine by 

encouraging more domestic production, key Republican lawmakers will say in a report 

to be unveiled today. Reps. Greg Walden (R-Ore.) and Brett Guthrie (R-Ky.) said 

about 53% of the U.S. seasonal influenza vaccines are produced domestically. 

o They will also recommend the White House create a “comprehensive national 

vaccine plan,” which members of both parties have called on the Trump 

administration to roll out for months, Alex Ruoff reports. 

• State job programs could get immediate federal funding when the unemployment rate is 

above 7% under new legislation introduced yesterday by Wyden and Sens. Tammy 

Baldwin (D-Wis.), Chris Van Hollen (D-Md.), Michael F. Bennet (D-Colo.), and Cory 

A. Booker(D-N.J.). 

o The bill would finance six months of wages and supportive services, like job 

training and childcare, for public, private, or nonprofit jobs. It would also create 

an employee retention tax credit based on the work opportunity tax credit for 

employers who keep workers on their payrolls through the program for 24 

months.  

https://aboutblaw.com/RKr
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB9378
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB1689591
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5247932
https://energycommerce.house.gov/sites/democrats.energycommerce.house.gov/files/documents/Memo%2006302020%20Mental%20Health%20Legislative%20Hearing%20%28002%29.pdf
https://energycommerce.house.gov/sites/democrats.energycommerce.house.gov/files/documents/Memo%2006302020%20Mental%20Health%20Legislative%20Hearing%20%28002%29.pdf
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB393
https://republicans-energycommerce.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Second-Wave-Vaccines-and-Therapeutics-7-1-2020-FINAL.pdf
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB462
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB3581
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB42670
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB730910
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB730910
https://www.finance.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Jobs%20for%20Economic%20Recovery%20Act%20of%202020%20Bill%20Text.pdf
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• Republican Senator Marco Rubio says he’s confirmed “with multiple members of the 

administration” that after Paycheck Protection Program program ends, “they support 

using the over $100 billion left untapped to target new relief” for small businesses. 

o Rubio comments in Twitter post  

• Chairman Lamar Alexander (R-Tenn.) opened a hearing with comments on wearing 

masks, arguing the issue shouldn’t be as politicized as it’s become and that he has asked 

Trump to put on a mask to set an example. Vice President Mike Pence appeared in Texas 

over the weekend in a mask and spoke about the value of covering your face in protecting 

against the virus. 

• Senate Small Business Chairman Marco Rubio (R-Fla.) is starting a bipartisan effort 

to work on the next phase of aid to small firms hammered by the pandemic as a relief 

loan program that launched in April is set to close today. Rubio is reconvening a task 

force that helped establish the Paycheck Protection Program, which offered loans to small 

businesses, to work on an agreement on getting additional relief, his office said. 

o Rubio is considering legislation that would create new programs with expanded 

uses of PPP funding, including allowing chambers of commerce to apply, setting 

aside $25 billion for businesses with fewer than 10 employees and directing aid to 

businesses that prove they were affected by the coronavirus, according to his 

office. 

• Food and agriculture workers should be among the first to receive the Covid-19 

vaccine once it’s developed, industry groups urged as lawmakers consider how to 

manage what’s likely to be a rush for access. “It ought to be a scientific and health 

decision on what the priorities are,” Sen. Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa) said today. “But it 

would sure help agriculture if it brings certainty to the food supply chain.” 

• The Senate and House quickly cleared legislation for Trump yesterday that would 

temporarily raises the cap for the Health and Human Services Department’s 

repatriation program from $1 million to $10 million to ensure funding for those 

brought back to the U.S. as a result of the pandemic. “The current global health crisis has 

made it necessary to repatriate thousands of people, and we ought to make sure the 

resources are there to help individuals and families in the short-term so they can get bac k 

on their feet. Our bill does just that,” said Senate Finance Chairman Chuck Grassley (R-

Iowa), who authored the bill. 

• Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.) yesterday sent letters to the Federal Aviation 

Administration and Federal Transit Administration to establish a nationwide mandatory 

mask mandate at airports, on airplanes and on public transit.  

https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5247913
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QCRF6LMB2SJS
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB11774
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5248866
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5247913
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5248648
https://www.finance.senate.gov/chairmans-news/senate-unanimously-passes-grassley-wyden-bill-to-keep-hhs-repatriation-program-afloat-during-covid-19-crisis
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5248648
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5248102
https://www.feinstein.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/press-releases?id=3B1F1C0B-725A-4E23-8CC4-5BE6CD7CB15D
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• The U.S. House passes Democrats’ legislation that would provide more assistance to 

renters, homeowners and people experiencing homelessness during the Covid-19 

pandemic. 

o The White House has threatened a veto 

• Asked today about timing for another Covid-19 relief bill, Senate Majority Leader 

Mitch McConnell said senators will address a potential additional package when they 

return in July before the August recess. 

o He told reporters the next Covid-19 bill will focus on kids, jobs and health care. 

o McConnell, speaking at a news conference, reiterated that no stimulus bill will 

pass without liability protection, and not just for businesses, but for universities, 

doctors, nurses and schools as well. 

o He also pushed his pro-mask message, saying, “Put on a mask, it’s not 

complicated.” 

• House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy indicated it is unlikely Republicans will 

agree to extending unemployment benefits that were included in coronavirus stimulus 

legislation earlier this year.  

o “We want incentive, we want all Americans to work,” he said. “I don’t think it’s 

productive to extend the added money from the federal government.” 

o The $600 benefit is set to expire in July. 

o He also suggested that the payments are “becoming a hardship for individuals to 

be able to go back to work.” 

o “I think the greatest incentive here is, let’s help people get back to work in a safe 

manner,” he said. 

State/Local 

• Jackson Health System in Miami, Florida, said it will pause all elective and non-

emergency surgeries as a result of the rise in Covid-19 cases.  

o The health system said it will begin limiting inpatient surgeries and procedures 

starting on Monday, according to a statement. 

• Asked about how the implementation of the state's traveler quarantine is working so far, 

Gov. Andrew Cuomo described the process being used to ensure that those coming to 

New York from states where Covid-19 is surging are following the rules of the new 

travel advisory. 

o Cuomo said the state is working with the airlines to give passengers upon landing 

a slip to fill out stating where they came from and where they are going.  

https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/24/us/new-york-coronavirus-travel-restriction/index.html
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o These papers are then collected by the Port Authority of New York and New 

Jersey and the information is then entered into a database. Random checks are 

being done on these travelers. People could be asked to show their surroundings 

of the room you are in to make sure it’s a residence and then on a second check, it 

has to be the same surroundings, the governor said. 

o Asked if the quarantine has been effective, Cuomo said the state has not had a 

person test positive after coming in to the state post-quarantine. In other words, no 

one has traveled to the state after the quarantine was implemented who then went 

to a clinic or hospital sick and ultimately, tested positive. 

• In a news conference this morning, Washington, DC, Mayor Muriel Bowser said that 

she has told the Department of Interior that scheduled plans for Fourth of July in the 

district go against guidance from health officials due to the coronavirus pandemic. 

o “We know that this is a special event for the Department of the Interior. We 

communicated to them that we do not think that this is in keeping with the best 

(Centers for Disease Control and Prevention) and department of health guidance, 

but this event will take place entirely on the federal property,” Bowser told 

reporters. 

o This morning the Department of Interior announced its plans for Fourth of July 

this Saturday on the National Mall, which include a 35-minute firework display 

and a flyover from military branches. 

o "The National Mall and surrounding areas will remain open and available to the 

general public for prime viewing of both the Salute to America flyovers and the 

annual fireworks demonstration," the statement said. 

o Bowser has repeatedly encouraged DC residents to celebrate the holiday at home 

this year due to the pandemic.   

• Texas posted a record 8,076 new virus cases, pushing the total to 168,062, according to 

state health department figures. Fatalities jumped by 57 to 2,481 for the biggest one-day 

increase since May 14. 

o The state’s positive-test rate has been above 13% for four days, the longest stretch 

above that threshold since the pandemic emerged. 

• California Governor Gavin Newsom ordered the shutdown of indoor businesses 

including restaurants, bars, museums and movie theaters in 19 counties as the state 

grapples with a surge of infections from the coronavirus. 

o The areas affected include Los Angeles County, the hardest-hit part of the state, 

and in total account for about 70% of California’s population, Newsom said at a 

press briefing Wednesday 

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QCSUA1T0AFB5
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• California Governor Gavin Newsom is set to announce new lockdown measures for 

Los Angeles County that will force restaurants to close their dining rooms again, 

according to trade publication Eater. 

o The lockdowns will last for at least three weeks and force restaurants to revert to 

takeout and delivery service, Eater reported, citing an unidentified person in Los 

Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti’s office. 

• New York state is opening testing to all residents as the number of positive coronavirus 

cases in more than half of the country continues to rise. 

o The state previously had limited testing to essential workers, nursing-home staff 

and those who had been exposed. But Governor Andrew Cuomo said at a virus 

briefing on Wednesday that it has increased testing capacity and all New Yorkers 

can and should be tested. 

o “Go get a test,” Cuomo said. “It doesn’t cost you anything. It doesn’t hurt.” 

• Hawaiian Airlines said Wednesday it will add hundreds of weekly flights to its schedule 

between Hawaii and the US mainland as the state government eases a strict 

quarantine. The restrictions have mandated a 14-day quarantine for nearly all travelers in 

and out of the state, as well as for travel between the state’s islands.  

• Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer signed an executive order today, closing indoor 

service at bars throughout most of lower Michigan “to protect the progress Michigan has 

made against Covid-19,” according to a statement from the governor’s office. 

o Bars statewide can however continue to serve customers outdoors and Michigan 

will now allow cocktails-to-go at bars, while restaurants and expand social 

districts are being given permission for more outdoor seating and areas for people 

to safely congregate while practicing physical distancing, the statement said 

• New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo confirmed that indoor dining will not resume next 

week as previously planned. 

o Cuomo said the restarting of indoor dining will be postponed "until the facts 

change" and did not give a specific timeline. His confirmation comes hours after 

New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio announced that indoor dining would be 

delayed. 

o This is only for New York City, which is set to enter phase three next week, 

Cuomo said. Other New York regions in stage three will be allowed to resume 

indoor dining. 

o Cuomo said the move to pause comes as compliance to social distancing and 

other measures are declining. 
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• As cases continue to spike, Miami-Dade County Mayor Carlos Giménez signed an 

amendment on Tuesday requiring hotels, motels and commercial lodging to restrict pool 

access and alcohol sales for the Fourth of July weekend, according to a news release from 

the county.  

o Here are some of the guidelines: 

o The amendment will require all lodging establishments to close their pool areas 

from 8 p.m. each night until 6 a.m. the following morning. 

o When pools are open, only guests staying in rooms at these establishments may 

use the pool, and overall capacity will be limited to 50% of the pool deck 

capacity.  

o Alcohol will not be permitted for sale or consumption on pool decks prior to 11 

a.m. and after 8 p.m. 

o The county will close the pool and pool deck at any commercial lodging 

establishments that violate these requirements for the Fourth of July weekend 

until July 7. 

• Oregon Gov. Kate Brown announced Wednesday that she is extending the face-

covering requirement from seven counties to the entire state.  

o Brown said the requirement, “generally applies to all indoor places where 

the public may go. This means grocery stores, pharmacies, and shops. It means 

lobbies, elevators and restrooms. It means gyms, restaurants, and churches.” 

o Speaking at a news conference in Portland Wednesday, the governor said there 

would be exceptions to the rule. 

o The mandate does not extend to children under 12. It also makes accommodations 

for those with a medical condition where wearing a mask could be potentially 

dangerous, for those eating or drinking in a restaurant, and if physical exertion 

makes it difficult to wear a face covering while exercising, provided a six-foot 

distance is maintained, she said.  

• As Covid-19 cases continue to rise in Florida, Gov. Ron DeSantis said Wednesday he 

was less worried about July 4 outdoor gatherings this coming weekend because “the 

science is pretty clear” that they are safer. 

o There are no plans at the state level to close beaches or parks. 

• Rhode Island Gov. Gina Raimondo said Wednesday she would consider closing bars in 

the state if more owners did not comply with health regulations. 

o Raimondo made the announcement after a large inspection of bars on Friday that 

found 18% did not have adequate social distancing. She said the state would begin 

ramping up enforcement. 
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• Access to California's state beaches will be restricted for the upcoming holiday weekend, 

Gov. Gavin Newsom announced in a news conference today. The beaches themselves 

will not be closed, but rather parking lots and facilities will be. 

o This applies to state beaches from Northern California to Southern California, 

Newsom said 

• The Austin City Limits Music Festival is canceled for this year, according to a 

statement on the festival website. 

o "The health and safety of our fans, artists, partners, staff and the entire Austin 

community remains our highest priority," the statement read. It will return to 

Austin in 2021 for the 20th anniversary of the festival.  

• Pennsylvania Gov. Tom Wolf announced a new order that requires masks to be worn 

whenever anyone leaves home, a measure he said is “essential to stopping the recent 

increase in Covid-19 cases” seen recently in the state. 

• Colorado Governor Jared Polis said the state will order bars and night clubs to suspend 

indoor service, two weeks after allowing limited capacity. Establishments that serve food 

and alcohol will be allowed to remain open. 

o “With neighboring states now closing bars, we don’t want Colorado to become a 

mecca of night life in the pandemic,” Polis said at a news conference in Denver 

• Texas posted its worst day yet for new cases, with 6,975 positive tests that pushed to total 

to 159,986, according to state health department figures. The 4.6% increase exceeded the 

seven-day average of 4.2%. Hospitalizations also increased by a record, with 620 new 

admissions, amid increasing warnings that the state’s medical infrastructure is under 

strain. 

• Florida will start reporting current Covid-19 hospitalizations for the first time in the next 

few days, potentially adding an important new data set at a time when the state is facing a 

dramatic resurgence of the virus. 

o In an emailed response to questions, Florida Department of Health spokesman 

Alberto Moscoso said the information will be published alongside other publicly-

available data on cases. 

o Florida’s Miami-Dade County, the state’s most populous, reported the highest 

numbers of Covid-19 hospitalizations, intensive-care patients and ventilator use 

since at least early May. 

• Travelers arriving in Puerto Rico will be required to show a negative Covid-19 test or 

submit to a two-week quarantine as the bankrupt U.S. commonwealth tries to kickstart its 

tourism economy without triggering a surge in coronavirus cases. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB39100
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o Under the executive order announced Tuesday, people flying into Luis Munoz 

Marin International Airport starting July 15 will be required to show a negative 

molecular, or Pcr, test that has been taken in the past 72 hours. 

• Chicago has awarded a $56 million grant to the Chicago Cook Workforce Partnership for 

contact tracing in the city, and 85% of the funding will go to community organizations in 

areas of high economic hardship, according to an announcement from Mayor Lori 

Lightfoot. 

o About 600 contact tracers will be hired for $20 per hour directly from the 

communities adversely affected by Covid-19, Lightfoot said in a statement. 

o The program will bolster efforts to curb the disease while creating new jobs and 

offering training for careers in public health and patient care, she said. 

• Texas Governor Greg Abbott expanded a ban on elective surgeries beyond the state’s 

biggest metro areas to four more regions as the Covid-19 caseload explodes. 

o The prohibition, intended to conserve hospital capacity for virus patients, now 

includes the counties that encompass Brownsville, Laredo, Corps Christi and 

McAllen, according to statement from the governor’s office on Tuesday 

• New York Governor Andrew Cuomo announced that travelers from eight additional 

states, including California, will be required to quarantine for 14 days when traveling to 

New York. 

o California, Georgia, Iowa, Idaho, Louisiana, Mississippi, Nevada and Tennessee 

now meet metrics to qualify for a travel advisory, Cuomo said. There are 16 total 

states on the travel advisory 

o The quarantine applies to any person arriving from a state with a positive test rate 

higher than 10 per 100,000 residents over a seven-day rolling average or a state 

with a 10% or higher positivity rate over a seven-day rolling average 

• People who attend an Independence Day celebration at Mount Rushmore with President 

Donald Trump on July 3 won’t be required to practice social distancing, South Dakota 

Governor Kristi Noem said. 

o “We’ll be giving out free face masks, if they choose to wear one,” Noem said in 

an interview Monday on Fox News, according to a transcript compiled by 

Bloomberg. “But we won’t be social distancing.” 

• Arizona governor orders bars, nightclubs, gyms, movie theaters, pools, and water parks 

to shut down for at least 30 days due to an increase in Covid-19 cases, AP reports. 

o Separately, the White House announced that Vice President Mike Pence will meet 

with Arizona Governor Doug Ducey in Phoenix on Wednesday 

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QCPL6O3V7U9S
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5248866
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• Los Angeles County counted its highest daily totals of new cases and people who are 

hospitalized due to the virus, Public Health Department Director Barbara Ferrer said at a 

daily briefing Monday. The seven-day average rate of positive tests has jumped to 8.4% 

from 4.6% in late May, the county said in a release.  

o The data indicate the virus is increasingly spreading through the community, not 

just because of increased testing, Ferrer said. Some businesses also aren’t in 

compliance with public-health rules, she said, urging residents to practice physical 

distancing and to wear masks.  

• Governor Phil Murphy said he would pause New Jersey’s plans to restart indoor dining 

on July 2, citing concerns about such a “sedentary” activity especially among “outlier” 

bars and restaurants not following social distancing. 

o This “brings me no joy to do this, but we have no choice,” Murphy said. 

o New Jersey indoor dining, with capacity caps and other restrictions, had been 

scheduled to restart on July 2, four days before New York City was to do so. But 

New York Mayor Bill de Blasio and New York Governor Andrew Cuomo on 

Monday said skyrocketing cases in the South and West have prompted them to 

consider postponing dining’s return. Cuomo also cited the failure of some New 

York City residents to practice social distancing. 

• California Gov. Gavin Newsom is ordering all indoor activities be halted in counties on 

the state’s coronavirus "watch list" for increased transmission of the virus.  

o Those closures affect 19 counties representing 72% of the state’s population, and 

include restaurants, museums, zoos, movie theaters, family entertainment, and 

card rooms. 

o The governor announced earlier this week that bars, pubs, breweries and wineries 

that don’t also serve food must close. Restaurants may remain open for take out 

meals. 

o These restrictions will remain in place for at least three weeks, Newsom said. 

• All Orange County bars, pubs, breweries, and brewpubs that do not offer sit-down and 

dine-in meals are ordered to close effective Thursday due to the rise in coronavirus cases, 

the OC Health Care Agency announced Wednesday. 

o The revised order is effective until further notice. For bars, pubs, breweries, and 

brewpubs that offer sit-down and dine-in meals, alcohol can only be sold in the 

same transaction as a meal. 

• The security checkpoint at the Atlanta airport’s main terminal is currently closed for 

cleaning after an employee there tested positive for the coronavirus, according to the 

Transportation Security Administration.  
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o TSA spokesperson Mark Howell said the Domestic Main checkpoint is expected 

to reopen either Thursday morning, or possibly later in the day Wednesday, but 

first must be deep cleaned.  

o All passengers are currently being screened at a smaller checkpoint, T 

North. Another smaller checkpoint at the airport, T South, has been closed due to 

a construction project.  

• Gov. Brian Kemp was asked his opinion on cities across Georgia requiring citizens to 

wear masks during a news conference in Albany, Georgia, today. 

o "We shouldn’t have to require a mandate for people to wear a mask. It’s the right 

thing to do. I trust people that they’re going to do that if we ask them," Kemp 

said. 

• Miami-Dade Mayor Carlos Gimenez said he will be signing an order today closing 

restaurants in the county nightly at midnight. 

o "We've seen some restaurants taking advantage of that order and basically turning 

themselves into nightclubs after 12 o'clock," Gimenez told CNN’s Jim Acosta. 

• Vermont will allow people from low-risk counties in other states to visit effective July 1, 

according to the Vermont Health Department. 

o The additional states include: Delaware, Maryland, New Jersey, Ohio, 

Pennsylvania, Virginia and West Virginia, as well as the District of Columbia, the 

health department announced in a statement. 

o New York, Maine, Vermont, New Hampshire, Rhode Island and Massachusetts 

were previously included. 

• Bars and nightclubs that do not serve food must close during the month of July, 

Colorado Gov. Jared Polis announced at a briefing Tuesday. 

o Keeping them open is “too big a risk,” he said. They will be closed for in-person 

service only, and will be allowed to sell alcohol as a take-out option. 

• Delaware Gov. John Carney announced he is closing bars at Delaware beaches ahead of 

the Fourth of July weekend due to an increase in coronavirus cases in the state. 

o Bars in beach communities will be closed indefinitely starting at 8 a.m. on Friday, 

Carney announced at a news conference on Tuesday.  

• All travelers arriving in Massachusetts, including residents returning to the state, will be 

required to self-quarantine for 14 days, Gov. Charlie Baker announced today. 

• Savannah, Georgia, announced Tuesday that it will now require people wear face masks 

or coverings while in public.  
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• Alabama Gov. Kay Ivey announced the state is extending its "safer at home" order until 

July 31. The current order, which took effect on May 22, was previously set to expire on 

Friday. 

o The extended order comes as Covid-19 case numbers across the state of Alabama 

continue to rise.  

o During a news conference today, Alabama State Health Officer Dr. Scott Harris 

said the percentage of tests that are positive are going up. Harris said even though 

the state is testing more, there is a greater number of people testing positive, 

which means there is community transmission.  

• Gov. Doug Ducey announced an executive order beginning at 11 p.m. ET today that 

closes bars, gyms, movie theaters, water parks and tubing for at least 30 days. 

o Ducey said the eventual reopening of affected facilities will require businesses to 

follow public health regulations and post them for the public to see. Restaurants 

will be allowed to remain open with physical distancing guidelines in place.  

o The governor is also limiting indoor and outdoor mass gatherings. Events of more 

than 50 people are now prohibited. Groups of more than 10 people will be 

prohibited from gathering at outdoor pools, including those at apartment 

complexes and private facilities.   

• All bars, wineries and breweries in San Diego County are ordered to temporarily close 

beginning July 1, county health officials announced Monday.  

o This comes as several California counties are dialing back plans to reopen some 

businesses after observing a decrease in compliance with social distancing 

guidelines and an increase in hospitalizations.  

o "We will take action to close bars wineries and breweries that do not serve food 

beginning midnight Wednesday morning," Public Health Officer Wilma Wooten 

said Monday. "Now more than ever, it is vital that we all take precaution to guide 

our personal, as well as our collective health." 

• Nevada Gov. Steve Sisolak paused the state's reopening, saying it will remain in phase 

two during the Covid-19 pandemic.   

o Sisolak’s office issued a statement Monday saying the governor “will sign an 

emergency directive extending the length of Phase 2 through the end of July, due 

to the trends in COVID-19 infection rates, the time needed for expanded contact 

tracing to identify trends, and to see the impacts of the Governor’s new face 

covering directive.”   

o The statement from his office said if statewide trends do not improve or get 

worse, Sisolak "will not hesitate to take any action necessary to protect the public 
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and prevent exceeding our hospital capacity, including 

reinstituting previous restrictions." 

• The city of Miami Beach is now mandating the use of face masks to help prevent the 

spread of Covid-19. 

o Any person not wearing a facial covering is subject to a $50 civil fine, according 

to a statement from the city. 

o Effective at 11:59 p.m. Monday night, all establishments that are licensed to serve 

alcoholic beverages, must stop serving liquor on-site between the hours of 12:01 

a.m. and 6 a.m. each day. 

• Rhode Island Gov. Gina Raimondo extended several executive orders until August 3. 

She announced the decision today because she will not have a news conference on July 4 

when these orders are set to expire. 

• About 3,000 people have signed up for coronavirus testing under a statewide program 

aimed at identifying people who have no symptoms, the New Hampshire governor’s 

office said Monday. 

o The Asymptomatic Spread Assessment Program (ASAP) is open to all residents 

of the state. 

International 

• European Union governments extended a travel ban for U.S. residents, deeming the 

American response to the coronavirus pandemic insufficient to allow its citizens to enter 

the bloc for non-essential reasons. 

o The decree, which will be reassessed every two weeks, signals that the ban 

disrupting both business and leisure travel across the Atlantic won’t be lifted until 

U.S. authorities control the spread of the deadly virus. In the same decision, the 

EU will lift travel restrictions for Chinese residents as of July 1, on the condition 

that Beijing confirms that the same applies to EU citizens. 

o “We appreciate the transparency and concerted efforts of our European partners 

and allies to combat this pandemic, and we are committed to coordinating with 

them as we look forward to reopening our economies and easing restrictions,” 

according to an emailed statement from the U.S. mission to the EU before the 

decision was made formal.  

o The EU judgment, which is non-binding on member states, recommends that 

visitors only be allowed into the bloc from countries where the average number of 

infections per 100,000 inhabitants over the past two weeks is similar or below the 

level of the EU and that the trend of new cases is declining. 
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o In addition to China, residents of the following countries are set to be allowed to 

travel to Europe as of July 1: Algeria, Australia, Canada, Georgia, Japan, 

Montenegro, Morocco, New Zealand, Rwanda, Serbia, South Korea, Thailand, 

Tunisia and Uruguay. 

• Toronto City Council voted unanimously in favor of requiring face masks in all indoor 

public places starting July 7 to help stop the spread of Covid-19, according to a statement 

from the city.  

o Businesses must adopt a policy to ensure masks or face coverings are worn in 

indoor public spaces under their control. 

o It will apply to all indoor spaces that are openly accessible to the public, including 

retail stores, grocery stores, restaurants, bars, gyms, swimming pools, churches, 

and common areas in hotels, motels and short-term rentals, among others. 

• The Dominican Republic entered a new phase of reopening Tuesday allowing for hotels, 

restaurants, clubs and religious centers to resume activities under certain health protocols, 

according to Health Minister Rafael Sanchez. 

• Iran will reintroduce lockdown measures on one of its busiest port cities on the Persian 

Gulf following a surge in cases. 

• Hungary will exempt U.S. film crews from a European Union travel ban so they can 

continue shooting in the eastern European country, Variety reported, citing Film 

Commissioner Csaba Kael. 

o A government-granted special exemption will allow Netflix’s “Terra Vision” 

series to start shooting in July while Legendary’s “Dune,” Amazon’s “The 

Banker’s Wife,” Sony’s “The Nightingale” and Showtime’s “Halo” will be 

allowed to resume work, according to Variety. A spokesperson at the National 

Film Institute confirmed the report. 

• Cuba reopened a handful of hotels and installations for international tourists on 

Wednesday for the first time since coronavirus forced the island’s communist-run 

government to shut down the Cuban tourism industry.  

o Visitors will be able to visit five keys, offshore islands the Cuban government 

developed for tourism. The rest of the island — including the capital Havana — 

remains closed to international tourists. 

o Upon landing all tourists will be required to take a test to show they are 

coronavirus free, according to government health officials. 

o Travelers will either fly directly to the islands or land on the Cuban mainland and 

be driven in a guarded bus across a causeway to the islands to avoid potentially 

spreading the virus to Cubans. 
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• Switzerland will introduce mandatory masks on all public transport in the country as of 

next week, the Swiss Federal Council announces. 

• The German interior ministry and the Czech foreign ministry have published a list of 

countries outside the European Union whose citizens will be allowed entry. 

• The United Nations Security Council is expected to adopt a resolution by virtual vote 

Wednesday, calling on countries to adopt a halt in hostilities to focus on the Covid-19 

virus, according to a draft of the resolution seen by CNN. 

o Almost four months after the World Health Organization declared the coronavirus 

a global pandemic on March 11, this is the first action by the UN wing tasked 

with protecting international peace and security. The council was widely 

denounced for failing to agree on any action as more than 10 million people 

contracted the virus and various wars continued over several months. 

Other 

• The US Food and Drug Administration has issued an emergency use authorization to 

the company Beckman Coulter for its Covid-19 antibody test. 

o Beckman Coulter announced the authorization on Monday and noted that it has 

already shipped tests to more than 400 hospitals, clinics and diagnostics labs in 

the United States, as well as begun distributing the test globally. The company 

claims it is able to deliver more than 30 million tests a month. 

• Kroger Health was granted emergency use authorization by the US Food and Drug 

Administration for its Covid-19 test home collection kit, the company announced today. 

o The FDA has previously authorized other Covid-19 test home collection kits. The 

Kroger kit, in partnership with Gravity Diagnostics, will be available starting this 

week to “frontline associates across Kroger's Family of Companies.” 

o Kroger is hoping to expand to other organizations and companies in the coming 

weeks with a goal of processing up to 60,000 tests per week by the end of July, it 

said. 

• Citigroup announced on Wednesday that it will delay the return of some of its 

employees to its offices in the US due to a rising uptick in coronavirus cases.  

o According to Citigroup’s Head of Corporate Communications Jennifer Lowney, 

the employees being delayed are located in 13 states including those located in the 

south, southeast, as well as a handful of employees located in western states.  

• Delta Air Lines is restoring wine and beer options across most of its US flights three 

months after it eliminated the options as the pandemic began to cripple demand for air 

travel. 
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• All of Disney's Asia parks have now officially reopened, with Tokyo Disney Resort 

welcoming visitors to its two theme parks from July 1. Both Tokyo Disneyland and 

Tokyo DisneySea have been closed since late February due to the pandemic. 

• AMC Entertainment Holdings Inc., the largest U.S. cinema chain, will start reopening 

its theaters on July 30, two weeks later than expected, after Hollywood studios 

rescheduled nearly every movie that was supposed to come out next month. 

o The chain said Monday it will reopen 450 locations on July 30, and a further 150 

the following week. AMC initially planned a July 15 end to its four-month 

domestic closing, which was so devastating to the company that it warned it might 

go out of business. The first new big-budget film of the summer, “Tenet” from 

AT&T Inc.’s Warner Bros., was expected to come out on July 17. 

• The National Hockey League said 26 players have tested positive for coronavirus. 

o As of Monday, 250 players have reported to training and practice facilities for 

optional participation in reopening activities, the NHL said in a statement. 

• Yale University will require extensive testing for students and faculty returning to 

campus this fall semester, the school's president announced in a letter.  

o "All undergraduate students (whether living on or off campus) will be tested upon 

arrival to campus and will be required to undergo viral testing weekly throughout 

the semester," the letter reads. 

• The U.S. minor league baseball season was canceled for the first time in its history, 

which dates back to 1901. 

o “While this is a sad day for many, this announcement removes the uncertainty 

surrounding the 2020 season and allows our teams to begin planning for an 

exciting 2021 season of affordable family entertainment,” Minor League Baseball 

President Pat O’Conner said in a statement. 

• Banks, credit unions, and other lenders that distribute government-backed forgivable 

loans to customers should account for these loans as just that—loans, the American 

Institute of CPAs said in guidance. 

o “The instrument is legally a loan with a stated principal, interest, and maturity 

date,” the CPA group said in the non-binding guidance issued Tuesday. “The 

institution is expected to collect amounts due from either the borrower or the 

Small Business Administration (SBA) as guarantor. The institution should 

account for this instrument as a loan,” the guidance said.  

o The AICPA issued nonbinding accounting guidelines for loan recipients on June 

10. The latest guidance, issued in question-and-answer format, covers lender 

https://www.aicpa.org/interestareas/frc/recentlyissuedtechnicalquestionsandanswers.html
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QBQ4ZSDWRGG3
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queries. Some lenders wondered if the loans should be accounted for as 

facilitations of government grants, the group said. 

• Ten large U.S. airports do not require passengers to wear masks, according to Todd 

Hauptli, president of the American Association of Airport Executives. 

o “We’ve been looking for clear and consistent federal guidelines” on the issue, 

Hauptli tells reporters on a call 

o Transportation Security Administration head David Pekoske says on the same call 

that the agency isn’t forcing passengers to wear masks during the screening 

process 

o “We believe in self-help,” Airline trade group CEO Nicholas Calio says on call. 

“We don’t think a mandate is necessary” 

• Apple announced on Wednesday that it will temporarily close an additional 46 stores 

across the US due to an uptick in coronavirus cases. 

o In a statement, the tech giant said that "due to current COVID-19 conditions in 

some of the communities we serve, we are temporarily closing stores in these 

areas."   

  
 


